Hello Rising 5th Grade Parents,
My name is John Driscoll, and I will be your child’s 5th grade math teacher. I can’t wait for the
opportunity to meet each of your children and start the new school year! This summer your
child will have two resources for summer work with which they are already familiar. One is IXL
and the other is a math packet taken directly from their math book used during the 2020-2021
school year. Each of your students have been invited to a Summer Classroom on the Google
Classroom platform (which they can access with their school email and Google password on
any device with wifi or internet). In the classroom they will find their summer work packet (in
the event they have lost their hard copy)

IXL: This tool allows students to gain fluency and confidence in math. IXL helps students
master essential skills at their own pace through fun and interactive questions, built in support,
and motivating awards.This tool was made available to our students throughout the school
year and is now available in summer months as well. Their login will continue to be the same
as their Google password for school. Website: ixl.com/signin/parkmaitland
5TH GRADE SUMMER WORK
Your child should complete a minimum of 12 hours of combined math practice from above . We
challenge you to go beyond this minimum requirement as your child’s summer schedule allows, as it will
greatly benefit his/her conceptual growth. The completion of 12 hours will be a fabulous 100% quiz grade
to start off the year.
If you have questions, please let me know. I will be checking my email periodically over the
summer and will get back to you. If you have an urgent question, please contact the front office.

Have a wonderful summer!
Warmly,
John Driscoll
jdriscoll@parkmaitland.org

Welcome (almost) Fifth-Graders!
We believe in the importance of developing a lifelong love of reading, and that children should be
reading all year long. Summer reading helps students to become successful, independent readers.
This summer, students are required to read Mr. Lemoncello's Library by Chris Grabenstein. Students
will complete one of the two assignments listed. Additionally, students should read one book from the
recommended list of books and complete a “one-pager” for that book.
Students are to bring the completed assignments to school on the ﬁrst day of school.
If you have any questions, please email us at ncardamone@parkmaitland.com or
hmcguire@parkmaitland.com.
We are looking forward to partnering with you. Thank you in advance —have a wonderful, safe, restful,
& book-ﬁlled summer!
See you in August!
Mrs. Cardamone and Ms. McGuire
For the required novel, Mr. Lemoncello's Library, all students will choose one of the two options below
to complete.
(1)

Which character has changed the most from the beginning of the story? Write an essay
explaining your choice. Cite examples from the story to support your reasons.

(2)

Many interesting topics are mentioned in Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library, such as the
Panama-Paciﬁc International Exposition in San Francisco in 1915, the Dewey Decimal System,
James Audubon, and Johannes Gutenberg. There are also many famous authors mentioned,
such as Lewis Carroll, Dr. Seuss, Shel Silverstein, Maya Angelou, Agatha Christie, and Edgar
Allan Poe. Choose one of these topics or choose a topic from the book that you want to know
more about. Do research using books and websites. Write a one-page report on your topic.

For the second book selected, please create a “one-pager.” Remember to include the required
information listed in this document. This should be fun, creative, and allow people to understand what the
story is about!
Recommended Summer Reading Books
~One Pager (for book of student’s choice in Recommended Books for Summer Reading)
A “one-pager” promotes thoughtful appreciation and understanding of a novel. The more creative you
allow yourself to be, the more you will get out of the reading assignment! One-pagers also provide a
terriﬁc review that can inspire others to read your book.
Use white, unlined computer paper. Include the following:
On the front…
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

Title of novel and author’s name
A list of characters from the book
A description of when and where the story took place (setting)
5 adjectives you would use to describe the book
One important quotation (a sentence or two from the book)
a.
Write the quotation in quotation marks.
b.
Include the page number.
c.
Next to the quotation, explain why this is signiﬁcant (ex. “This quotation expresses how the
character felt at that time….”)
At least 3 drawings and/or images that represent aspects of the story
a.
Use color, be creative, be neat, and ﬁll the page.

On the back…
1.
2.

A one paragraph summary of the book that includes details about the plot, setting, characters,
problem, and the ending.
Your ﬁrst and last name

(See examples of one-pagers below)

